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ing books into Ireland. Both the fi Latin' and
* Irish' ventures turned out failures, involving the
shareholders in heavy losses, and were afterwards
dropped. At the same time, the privileges of
Robert Barker, son and successor to Christopher
Barker, and King's printer by reversion, were in-
creased by grants for printing all statutes, hitherto
the monopoly of other printers. On the other
hand, Robert Barker did not retain the sole pos-
session of the royal business, John Norton being
appointed King's printer in Latin, Greek, and
Hebrew in 1603.

Robert Barker had been made free of the Sta-
tioners' Company in 1589, when he joined his
father's assigns, George Bishop and Ralph Newbery,
in the management of the business. He was ad-
mitted to the livery of the Company in 1592, and
upon his father's death succeeded to the office of
King's printer by reversion. In 1601-2 he was
warden of the Company, and filled the office of
Master in 1605 and 1606. In 1616, Robert and
his son Christopher, who had married a daughter
of Bonham Norton, sold their shares in the King's
Printing House to Bonham Norton and John Bill.
Law-suits followed, and the imprints were con-
stantly changed.1 Down to 1616 Robert Barker's
name alone appeared. In that year they bore the
names of Robert Barker and John BilL From

1 For a full account of the King's Printing House under the Smarts
see The Library^ October 1901, pp. 353-75-